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This application has evoked an unprecedented period of public disquiet in our local community. The advent 
of a new sports or leisure centre for Alton should be cause for celebration but Members of the town council 
have been often reminded by our District colleagues that the provision of such a new facility is a privilege 
and not a right; it is a non-statutory undertaking for which we should be in grateful receipt. 

However, EHDC has decided to provide new facilities in Alton and so, statutory function or not, a new 
sports centre must be fit for purpose. EHDC is using millions of pounds of locally secured S106 money 
which is designed to develop facilities for the benefit of the residents of our community. Therefore this new 
facility has to provide what the community needs otherwise it becomes a very costly white elephant. 

The Alton Neighbourhood Plan clearly states that support will be given by the community for a facility 
providing an enhanced level of recreational provision to Alton in terms of quality and quantity. (Policy 
CH2)  As the Case Officer states in his report “Members of the committee should make a judgement” as to 
whether this is the case here.
 
He correctly states that the floorspace of the building is greater than that the existing sports centre, but once 
your remove the private spa element of the scheme this increase in useful floor space is less than the size of 
a single tennis court; is this truly meeting the needs of a community increasing by 22% population over the 
next five years and which has seen a similar size increase over the past 40 years. Just because something is 
new and shiny does not mean it better by default.

Is the scale of the building physically of a size which will cater for the growing population of Alton and its 
surrounding parishes? Whilst the planning process cannot dictate what is physically contained within the 
new building any more than it can dictate that a homeowner must put a car in a garage, if the dimensions of 
the space are not sufficient to cater for sports such as climbing and squash in the first place then it will never 
provide that enhanced level of recreational provision to Alton sought by the Neighbourhood Plan.

Members, we would urge you to consider whether the application before you is fit for purpose or whether a 
design in pursuit of maximising profitability is to be preferred; the community is putting its faith in you to 
reach the right decision for Altonians both today and for the years to come.
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